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Ex- Agent’s Article Published; 


By Phil Cogswell 

a Special to The Washington Post 

yORTLAND, Ore., April 20 1 — A 
magazine article describing a former 
CJA agents actiinties in Uganda went 
05 sale here today containing 16 
words the CIA had wanted deleted. 

But Tom Bates, editor of the 
monthly Oregon Magazine, refused to 
identify which 16 words out of the ar- 
ticle’s 7,000 were the ones the Central 
intelligence Agency objected to. 
Bates, who agreed to make 28 dele- 
tions, said disclosure of the 16 words 
might make the CIA more likely to 
seek punitive damages. 

The article — “I Was Idi Amin’s 
Basketball Czar” — is the first of two 
parts in the magazine. It was written 
by Jay Mullen, who was a CIA agent 
in Uganda from 1971 to 1973 as a col- 
lege faculty member* and coach of the 
Ugandan national basketball team. 

An often lighthearted account of his 


activities. Mullen’s article also pro- 
vides a glimpse of CIA methods, and 
examples of brutality and murder by 
Amin’s government, including disap- 
pearances of Americans and Ugan- 
dans. 

The article reports that: 

• CIA agents in Uganda discovered 
a plot by a Palestinian guerrilla team 
to attack the American embassy there. 
The plot was abandoned because U.S. 
construction engineers had improved 
security at the embassy after the mur- 

\ der of the American ambassador to 
the Sudan in 1973. 

• A CIA agent eavesdropped as the 
Palestinians arriving in Uganda were 
informed by a sympathizer that the 
embassy had been made impregnable. 

• Until U.S. relations with Amin 
chilled in 1972, the CIA gave the gov- 
ernment of Uganda “training-advisory 
assistance” in exchange for the oppor- 


tunity to tap the telephones of resi- 
dent Russians and Chinese. 

• A novel plan— which Mullen does 
not describe-— to plant an eavesdrop- 
ping device in the Chinese embassy, 
was called off at the last minute be- 
cause it could have endangered im- 
proving U.S. relations with China. 

• Mullen’s training was in CIA 
“safehouses” where radios and tele- 
visions were continually played to 
thwart “technical penetrations.” A 
typical safehouse was an apartment 
containing “mediocre furniture, lamp- 
shades still encased in cellophane, of- 
ten with the price tags still dangling 
on them; a few sentimental pictures 
on the walls; kitchen cabinets that 
were barren except for a few teabags, 
instant coffee, powdered cream, sugar 
cubes and paper cups.” 

• In Africa, Mullen worked with 
Ugandan nationals called “assets” by 
the CIA, who provided the bulk of the 
information. One man, who was given 


n 


Has 1 6 Words CIA Fought 


the sobriquet “D. B. Rasty” by Mul- 
len, provided a “flood of information" 
in a James Bond style. 

Mullen wrote: 

“My Uganda experience included 
‘friendships' with KGB agents who 
would probably have been happy to 
see me dead, a trip through the Ugan- 
dan outback with student leaders who 
later vanished, a beating by Amin’s 
thugs, encounters with more than one 
attractive and dangerous lady and, not 
least, a chance to work with one of 
the more astounding African spies 
who ever penetrated an enemy intelli- 
gence service IRasty].” 

The CIA's concern about the article 
became public last week when the 46,- 
000 circulation magazine asked a fed- 
eral judge to issue a restraining order 
against further government action un- 
der terms of a contract with Mullen 
giving the CIA a right to review any 
informtaion he proposed to publish about 
the agency. 


The order was denied, and after un- 
successful negotiations over the dis- 
puted 16 words, Bates decided to pub- 
lish the article on schedule. The arti- 
cle appeared with blotches obscuring 
the deleted passages, many of which 


apparently would have given clues 
about the identities of Mullen’s con- 
tacts. > *< 

Mullen’s CIA background became 
public last year when he ran ^suc- 
cessfully for a seat in the Oregon leg- 
islature. 


